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"Bed Time Stories written by Santokh Singh Jagdev in two languages have been
quite successful in conveying the message of Guru Nanak to the Western world
which includes our children also.”

—The Council of Sikh Gurdwaras in Birmingham, England.

"Mr Jagdev has righteously succeeded in his mission to propagate the teachings
of Guru Nanak and the Sikh Philosophy through interesting and numerous

anecdotes narrated in his books.....
—Dr. Joginder Singh J.P., Birmingham, England.

"We highly recommend these books to those who want to learn or teach Sikhism

and Sikh Philosophy."
—Gurdwara Guru Ramdas, Singh Sabha, Birmingham, England.
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Foreword

Faith cannot be given a brand name, nor can it be the monopoly of a few
privileged people. This was clearly shown by Guru Arjan Dev when he compiled
the holy Guru Granth and installed it in Harmandir (Temple of the Lord - Golden
Temple) on 30th August, 1604 AD. Besides the compositions of the Sikh Gurus,
he included in the holy book, hymns by fifteen saints. They belonged to different
states and wrote in languages they spoke. In their diversity of place, religion,
caste, creed and occupation, they were bound by a common link of devotion to
the Lord, who is not bound by the narrow divisions mankind has created. All
these saints considered this universe, the creation of One Supreme Being and
preached universal love and devotion to Him to attain Eternal peace.

Those saints, through their teachings, tried to stop injustice being committed
in the name of religion. Their teachings got many to give up hypocrisy and
tyranny. Yet they were only saints and could not force any tyrant not to commit
tyranny. They could only plead. They did not combine power with meditation
yet surely they had ideas about it, as Saint Kabir says, "He who fights for the
downtrodden is brave in reality. He does not retreat though he be cut joint by
joint.”

Hindu religion can be called Brahminism because its leaders, the Brahmins
exploit all the other castes for their benefit. They have invented rituals and beliefs
to defraud people in the name of religion. The saints did not like the treatment
meted out to low castes by the Brahmins and their ruling out education and
meditation of the Lord for them. Islamic priests were no different from the
Brahmins as they had the government at their back. In order to have their way,
they issued decrees in accordance with their wishes. As such, besides the
displeasure of selfish religious leaders, the saints had to bear the repression of
the government which is indicated in their verses.

S. Santokh Singh Jagdev, in this book, has tried to bring out through brief
anecdotes about the lives of these saints, their thinking, their devotion to the
Supreme Being, their teaching of universal brotherhood and their peaceful
struggle against tyranny and injustice being perpetrated in the name of religion.
In the present day world when humanity is badly divided by dissensions in the
name of faith, region, language and state, a lot of blood is being shed in the name
of religion. To counter bigotry and fanaticism which are fighting hard to defeat
saner elements of tolerance and brotherhood, the teaching of the saints is all
the more relevent and needs wide propagation.

2-Shaheed Bhagat Singh Nagar K.P. Singh Brar
Ferozepur City
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Kabir's Family

Saint Kabir was born in 1398 AD in Banaras city. His father Neeru was a Muslim
and weaver by profession. Banaras being a Hindu place of pilgrimage was always
thronged by Sadhus. Those Sadhus had a profound effect on the life of Kabir. While
playing with companions in childhood, he would often call '‘Ram Ram’ or 'Hari Hari'.
Hindu children playing with him did not like, a son of sinful Muslims chanting names
of their gods and Muslim children were stopping him from uttering names of gods
of infidels. He would reply in turn, "Infidels are those who kill the innocent and steal.”

When EKabir's parents noticed his tilt towards Hinduism, they decided to
circumcise him in keeping with Muslim custom. Kabir said to the qazi who was to
perform his circumcision, "If my circumcision is to be done for the love of woman,
I am not ready to accept this condition. If God wishes to make me a Muslim, He
will circumcise me Himself. If one becomes a Muslim by circumcision, what should
we do about a woman 7 The better-half cannot be left out, so, it is better that [ remain
a Hindu. You should also give up blindly following your books and lean upon God
who has created both the Hindus and the Muslims." At this reply, the gazi went away.

When Kabir was in the initial stage of meditation, he used to rise early in the
morning and bring a pitcher of water with which he would clean his place of
meditation. After that he used to take his rosary and start reciting the Name of the
Lord. Seeing this, his mother, Neema told everybody, "From the day Kabir has taken
up the rosary, our peace is gone. He has left his profession of weaving. Why has
death not befallen those shaved-head mendicants who have ruined our house ?"
Kabir would tell his mother, "My master has given me the Name of the Lord which
is the treasure of all joy. I have been saved since I have been blessed by His Name."
On this type of answers, his parents asked him to live on his own.

Mendicants continued coming to Kabir as before in his new house. One day,
Kabir's wife, Loi, seeing her son Kamaal and daughter Kamaali hungry, lamented,
"These close-shaved mendicants have spoiled our weaving work. They get bread to
eat while we live on parched grain. They sleep on beds but we have to sleep on grass,"
Hearing this, Kabir said to Loi, "You are ignorant and have no mentor. If You take
shelter with them, then only you will realise God."

Kamaal's wife came to the house after his marriage. Kabir said, when he saw
her with a veil on her face, "This veil will have no value at the time of reckoning.
Your veil will only be real when you give up this modesty and go about your work
dancing and singing the praises of God." One day Kamaali was drawing water at
the well. A Brahmin took water from her and asked, "Whose daughter are you ?"
The Brahmin, regretted very much, having taken water at the hands of a weaver
girl. Kamaali replied,” O, Brahmin! the water was impure even before I touched it
because millions of living beings thrive in water. The clothes you are wearing have
also been woven by a weaver." The Brahmin had no answer.
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Kabir's Ram

Kabir had faith in one God who is neither a man nor divine, neither a yogi
nor a celibate. He has neither a mother nor a son. The extent of this type of God
cannot be known and He cannot be confined to a temple. He has no body and
no blood. He is neither born nor does He die. All the births and deaths are
ordained by Him. He can be realised through love and devotion. Those who have
realised Him have been freed from birth and death. They ~have attained eternal
bliss.

One day a Brahmin asked Kabir, "You advise people to recite the name of
'‘Ram' and I also repeat His name. Where lies the difference ?" Kabir replied. "My
Ram pervades the whole of universe while your Ram was one who was born in
the house of Dasrath at Ayodhya and was next reincarnated as Krishna in Nand's
house. Union with my Ram cannot be attained by wandering nude in the forest.
If it was possible, the animals of the forest would all have found Him. Nor can
God be realised by shaving the head close as the sheep, surely they would have
been liberated if it were so. Celibacy is also not the means of liberation. Eunuchs
would have seen the Divine Light if it were so. Nobody has attained the Supreme
State without devotion to His Name. This repetition, penance, charity, good deeds,
religious feasts, sacrifices, bathing at holy places etc. are fruitless unless you
make your mind free of ego."

Kabir was against idol-worship. He took the idol, the shopkeeper Dharam
Dass was worshipping, threw it in the river and said to him, "This stone cannot
be your god. The weights you weigh with are made of the same stone." In the
same way, he saw a flowergirl plucking flowers for worship and said to her, "Life
abides in each petal you are plucking. Leaves, flowers and stems you are plucking
are the three living gods. The sculptor pressed under his feet, the idol you are
going to worship when he chiselled it. If there were life in it, it would have
destroyed the sculptor. The rice and lentils you offer to the idol will be eaten
by the priest. Only ashes will go into the mouth of the idol. O’ flowergirl ! you
are deluded and so are the people but I am not. My God is ever living."

One day, some mendicants came to Kabir, Kabir had no food to offer them
at that time. He prayed to the Lord thus, "No devotion for me is possible on empty
stomach. Take this rosary of Yours away. There can be no love between You and
me if I have nothing to eat. If you do not give me Yourself, [ shall ask and get
it. If I have these things, I shall engage myself in devotion with full faith. I have
asked nothing out of greed. I have only asked for devotion to Your Name.
Realisation cannot be attained if mind is not satisfied."
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Attack by Brahmins

One day, in order to remove the illusion of high caste from the minds of
Brahmins, Kabir put saffron mark on his forehead and wore a cotton thread like
the sacred thread worn by Brahmins, round his neck. Thus, in the guise of a
Brahmin, he started walking towards river Ganges chanting Narayan ! Narayan !
He met a Brahmin named Mukand on the way. He was very much annoyed on
seeing Kabir wearing a sacred thread and with the saffron mark. He said, “You are
a weaver of low caste. You have no right to wear symbols of high caste Brahmins."
Kabir replied, "You have only one cotton thread round your neck while we have
a pile of cotton thread in our home. I weave cloth daily out of that. You only recite
Gayatri and Vedas with your lips but the Lord Himself abides on my tongue, in
my eyes and in my heart. O' Mukand ! what answer will you give when angel of
death asks you about your deeds ? We are your cows and you the herdsmen. You
Brahmins were to show us the way to liberation but you have not done that. What
kind of guardians are you ? You Brahmins beg at the doors of landlords and kings.
Though I am a weaver of Kashi, yet my mind is always engrossed in the Lord who
sustains everyone. Learn this from me. Be engrossed in His contemplation.”

Mukand went and told other Brahmins, the talk he had with Kabir. One day,
they said to Kabir, "Kabir, you should follow the teachings of Brahmins because
they were created out of the mouth of Brahma and Shudras out of his feet.,” Kabir
answered, "In the womb caste does not exist. All beings are the essence of Brahma.
O' learned ones ! tell me when did you become Brahmins. Do not waste your life
in this pride of being Brahmins. If you claim to be Brahmin by having been born
to a Brahmin woman, why were you not born in a different way ? Then how is it
that you are a Brahmin and I a Shudra ? Does milk flow through your veins and
blood in mine ? In my view, only he who contemplates the Supreme Being is
Brahmin."

The Brahmins were enraged to hear the bitter truth from Kabir. One day, they
tied Kabir and threw him into the river Ganges. Kabir came out of the river without
any trouble and said, "The Ganges is a goddess deep and profound. I was bound
with chains and thrown in it. My mind remained absorbed in contemplation of the
Lord. The waves of the Ganges broke my fetters and seated me on a deer skin. The
One who is the Preserver on land was the Saviour in water.”

The Brahmins were astonished to see Kabir come out of the river alive. In order
to defeat Kabir in argument, they called Pandit Sarbajit who was a great scholar.
That haughty one said to Kabir, “You are only a weaver. What knowledge can you
have of the Lord ?" Kabir replied, "God too is a weaver whose secret no one has
realised. If you Brahmins listen to the Vedas and Puranas, you will also realise.
The earth and the sky are the carding comb of the Lord. The sun and the moon
are his two shuttles. I have realised the Lord.” Hearing this, Sarbajit became quiet.
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Decree by Qazi

The teachings of Kabir rose above the barriers of caste, creed and religion.
He had the same respect for Hindu religion as he had for Islam. While he asked
Brahmins to shun hypocrisy, he also advised Muslim Qazis to follow the righteous
path. Seeing a Mullah giving a call before worship, he said, "God, whom you are
calling at the top of your voice from the top of a minaret is not deaf. Hé abides
in you. Contemplate Him deep inside yourself."

Hearing this, the Mullah started quarrelling with Kabir. Kabir said to him,
"I, a humble man, love God while you like to govern. God is the fountainhead
of all the faiths. He does not ordain cruelty on anybody. Words of mouth do not
lead anyone anywhere. Paradise cannot be attained by observing fasts,
performing prayers or accepting Islam as faith. If one realises truth, one can
visualise Mecca within oneself. True prayer is contemplation of Justice and true
acceptance of faith is realisation of God through the mind's eye. Spreading of
carpet for prayer is the conquest of five evils. Drive away egoism from your heart
and fill your mind with compassion. Anyone who realises God in this way and
guides others to realisation deserves paradise.”

Seeing a Qazi giving animal sacrifice, Kabir said, "You oblige Allah by
observing fast and slaughter animals for the taste of your tongue. You care more
for your pleasures and have no thought for the life of living creatures. Listen,
O' Qazi ! God is the sole Lord of all. He also abides in you. You do not contemplate
Him by thought and reason. You are wasting your life by being a fanatic after
religion.”

One day, someone heard Kabir say, "Kabir has become identical with Thou
by uttering Your Name and his ego is gone. When thoughts of self and others
are effaced, I contemplate Thee everywhere.” He went and told the Qazi, "Kabir
thinks himself to be God."” The words of Kabir were opposed to the tenets of Islam.
"There is only one God and He has no equal.’ The Qazi decreed Kabir to be bound
and thrown before an elephant for this plain speaking. Kabir tells that he was
bound and thrown in front of an elephant. When the elephant was violently hit
in the head to move forward, he ran back trumpeting as if to say, "I offer myself
as sacrifice to this figure." After that the Qazi said to the elephant driver, "Move
the elephant forward by beating him, otherwise I shall cut you to pieces." The
elephant was not moving. He was immersed in meditation of God. He bowed to
me in salutation thrice but the ignorant Qazi did not realise that God Himself
is the Saviour of the saints and in Him rest their lives. The Lord saved me from
the Qazi also.”

In order to remove the false notion from the minds of Brahmins that the one
who dies at Mag-har is reincarnated as an ass, Kabir went there from Banaras
in his last days where he breathed his last in 1494 AD.
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Spiritual Teacher of Namdev

Saint Namdev was born on 26th October, 1270 at village Narsi Bamni on
the bank of river Krishna, in Maharashtra. His father, Shri Dama shetty was a
cloth merchant of considerable standing and belonged to a tailor family. Namdev
was still young when his parents left village Narsi Bamni and settled at
Pandarpur. There was a temple of Shri Vithal Dev at Pandarpur. So, in his
childhood, he started chanting praises of the Lord by the name of Vithal playing
two pieces of slate for music. At the age of five, he was tutored to a religious
teacher for studies.

One day, while going out, Namdev's father asked the eight year old Namdev
to go to the temple and make offerings to the idols. The next morning, he took
milk in a bowl and water in a pot to the temple and placing these before the
idols, started requesting those to take milk. Namdev did not know that the deities
do not take milk. It is only put before them. When the idols did not take the
milk placed before them, he wept and prayed to them to take it. Seeing his pure
devotion, God Himself appeared and took the milk. Namdev thanked God after
that and said, "Nama placed the gold bowl full of milk like nectar before the Lord.
He laughed at Nama's devotion. Nama came home after the Lord had taken milk
from him." His devotion to the Lord increased further after this happening.

Namdev was married to Rajbai at a young age and she bore him four sons
and a daughter. One day, when Namdev was sitting in the company of saints,
Saint Gore said to him, "As long as you do not adopt a guru (spiritual teacher}
you will remain an unbaked pot.” At this, Namdev set out to adopt Vishobha
Khechar as guru. Before the arrival of Namdev Vishobha Khechar disguised
himself as a leper and lay down with his feet on the 'Shiva Lingham'. When
Namdev saw him with his feet on 'Shiva Lingham' in the temple of Aondh Nagnath,
he objected to it. Vishobha Khechar said to him, "Put my feet on the place where
there is no Shiva.”" When Namdev lifted the feet of Vishobha Khechar and turned
those to the other side, he beheld Shiva there also. Seeing this, Namdev adopted
him as guru.

Vishobha Khechar helped Namdev to realise the Truth. This dispelled the
illusions from his mind that a king is greater than a beggar. He started seeing
the Lord in everything and everywhere. He gave up idol worship saying, "Which
stone should I worship ? One stone is worshipped and feet are placed on the
other. If the stone that is worshipped is a god then the other stone on which
feet are placed is also a god. My guru has lifted me out of these doubts. He has
put me on the path of devotion to the Lord."
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Trial by the Emperor

Vishobha Khechar, the guru of Namdev, had another disciple named Gian
Dev. He became very sad after the death of Vishobha Khechar. He asked Namdev
about pilgrimage to holy places. From the day, Namdev had adopted the guru,
he had no liking for worship of the deities, bathing at holy places, alms and
charity. He tells in his verses, "Worshippers of 'Bhairon' will turn goblins and
those who venerate ‘Shitala’ {goddess of smallpox) will become asses and kick
dust. Anyone offering worship to Shivji will ride a bull and play on a tabor. Those
who  worship 'Maha Mai' (the Great Mother) shall be reincarnated as women.
Performing of austerities at Banaras by hanging head downwards, dying at holy
places, performance of horse sacrifice and other charities do not equal devotion
to God." Namdev started on a pilgrimage to holy places with Gian Dev with the
view that it will be possible to urge the people coming to those places to give
up hypocrisy by preaching to them.

When Mohammad-bin-Tughlak, the king of Delhi came to know of the coming
of Namdev towards Delhi, he called him to see miracles. Namdev describes that
meeting in his verses. The king tied up Nama and said, "Let me see the miracle
of your Rama. Bring to life this dead cow otherwise you shall be also killed here."
Nama replied, "This is not possible. Never has dead been brought to life. Nothing
happens by my will. All happens as willed by God." The king was enraged and
* he let out an elephant to trample Nama. Seeing this, Nama's mother came weeping
and said to him, "Why not save your life by giving up the Hindu Rama and start
chanting the Khuda of the Muslims." Nama replied, "I am not your son and you
are not my mother. I shall continue singing the praises of Hari, the Lord even
though my body be destroyed.” Nama was struck by the elephant with his trunk.
Nama was saved by the protection of the Lord.

The king said, "Qazis and mullahs salute me but this Hindu does not pay
me respect.” The Hindus got together and petitioned the king, "Take gold equal
to Nama's weight and set him free." The king said to them, "If I take this bribe,
I shall go to hell. I cannot leave my faith and accept gold." In spite of his hands
and feet being in fetters, Nama kept up chanting the praises of the Lord. When
sevent hours passed in this way, the Lord appeared to Nama and said, "I shall
turn the world upside down if you wish. If you wish, I shall bring the dead cow
to life so that all may see clearly and have faith.” On the prayer of Nama, Lord
brought the cow to life. Its calf was brought near and the cow was milked. The
pot full of milk was brought before the king.

Seeing the pot of the milk, the king requested Nama through Qazis and
mullahs, "O, Hindu ! I am your cow. Be kind to me." Getting this message, Nama
said, "O, King! this miracle clearly shows that Nama's Lord abides everywhere
all the time. So follow truth and be of noble disposition.”
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Glimpses of God

Showing the people the true path of devotion to the Lord, Namdev went to
Ayodhya from Delhi. There, he was singing devotional songs in a temple. A crowd
of people gathered at the temple door to have a glimpse of him. Many low caste
Shudras were a part of that crowd. Brahmins going to the temple were afraid
of getting unclean by touch of those Shudras. Moreover, they were jealous of the
fame of Namdev, a low caste tailor. Those Brahmins turned Namdev out of the
temple. Namdev went and sat in the rear of the temple and showed his resentment
to the Lord, "I had come to your temple in a cheerful mood. I was singing Thy
praises when the Brahmins turned me out because I was born a tailor." While
Namdev was saying this to the Lord, the door of the temple turned towards him.
Namdev removed the false pride of high caste from the minds of Brahmins in
this way and moved forward.

One day a Mughal caught Namdev for forced labour. Namdev saw the Lord
in the guise of a Mughal and said, "Come, my friend ! How are you ? I offer myself
as a sacrifice to Thee. Your forced labour is small but Thy Name is lofty. Whence
have You come from ? Where have You been and where are You going ? In Dwarka,
this city of truth, it behoves one to tell the truth. Your turban is fine and Your
words are very sweet. How has a Mughal come to Dwarka ? There are thousands
of universes and Thou art the Lord of all. You are the Liberator, the Lord of Nama.”

One day Namdev was going, singing the praises of God and keeping beat
with cymbals. On the way, he met a Mohammedan saint. He snatched the
cymbals from Namdev's hands. When Namdev saw the image of God in that
saint, he said, "Come, my Lord, the Saint without a care. You have adopted the
guise of an Abdali today. Sky is Thy cap, seven nether worlds are Thy shoes and
all the bodies are temples of Thy abode. Fifty-six crore clouds are Thy cloak and
sixteen thousand milkmaids are Thy pajamas. Eighteen loads of vegetation is
Your mortar and the universe is Your plate. This body of Namdev is the mosque
and his mind is the mullah who offers prayers. You assume formm from the
Formless One. To whom shall I complain when You, Yourself have snatched my
cymbals from me while singing Your praises ? Namdev's Lord is Knower of
everything and roams everywhere."

One night, Namdev was engrossed in meditation. His hut started leaking due -

to rain. God built his hut anew. Next morning, the lady in the neighbouring house
said, "Get my hut made from the carpenter who has built yours. I shall pay him
double the wages." Namdev said to her, "Sister, my Carpenter cannot be paid
wages. My Carpenter asks the wages of devotion. He is the prop of my life." In
this way, Namdev always had the glimpses of God. He merged into Supreme Being
in 1350 AD.
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Farid's Hard Penance

Baba Farid was born in 1173 AD. in village Kothowal near Multan. His full name
was Farid-ud-din Masoud. His father was Jamal-ud-Din Suleman and mother
Karsum Bibi. His mother was a lady of religious thoughts. She made Kabir offer
Namaz, the daily prayer, while he was still a child by giving him sugar as a bait.
That religious education made the living of Kabir very simple. He got his primary
education in Arabic and Persian from his grandfather, Qazi Suaib. At the age of
eighteen, he was sent to Multan for higher education to Maulana Minhaj-ud-Din
Trimidhi.

After completing his education at Multan, Baba Farid went to Kandhar for five
years for higher learming. During his education, he performed many difficult
austerities. On return journey from Kandhar, Baba Farid went to Kothowal where
his father was a Qazi, to see his parents. After a short stay at Kothowal, he went
to Delhi. There, he adopted Khwaja Kutub-ud-din Bakhtiar Kaki as his guru
(spiritual teacher). He gave Baba Farid a room in his monastery and said, "The only
purpose of taking birth in this world is realisation of God and to achieve Him, one
has to shun attachment with the pleasures of the world.”

Religious thinking of Baba Farid changed after the adoption of guru. Upto that
time, his thinking was limited fo attainment of heaven which according to prevalent
thinking was sure to be achieved by observing fasts and study of the holy Koran.
After that he began trying for a glimpse of God. He had four marriages, five sons
and three daughters. When he saw that his family was a hindrance in the way of
life of ascetics, he said, "Farid ! hard is the way of devotion to the Lord while I foliow
the ways of the world. The bundle of the world which I carry, where should I cast
it off ?" Baba Farid did very hard penance but when he did not get a glimpse of God,
he consoled himself saying, "I burn in anguish and wrench my hands in agony. I
have become crazy and seek my beloved. What offence have Thou taken of me ? It
is I to blame not Him." After that he says in gratefulness to his guru, "My thoughts
and vision were clouded. Worldliness is a hidden fire. I thank my guru otherwise
I also would have been burnt.”

When Baba Farid grew old performing penance for the glimpse of God but He
did not appear to him, he said, "Look Farid, what has befallen thee. Your beard has
turned grey. The end is approaching and the past is left far behind." After the death
of his parents, Farid saw his end approaching. He sang, "Farid! where are thy
parents who begot thee. They have gone while you looked on but you are still
unconvinced of your end. Remember the day of your departure has been
predetermined. The day of wedlock of the soul to the Supreme Being (death) is
preordained. On that day the angel of death,about that you have heard, shall show
his face, He shall draw this frail life out twisting and torturing the bones in the act.
Tell this to yourself that this preordained day of wedlock shall not be put off. The
life is the bride and death, the bridegroom, will marry her and carry her away. On
whose shoulders will the body weep after giving away the bride with own hands."
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Farid's Glimpse of Light

Baba Farid performed rigorous austerities while at Delhi. When he did not have
a glimpse of God, he took permission from his guru to go to jungles and do penance.
When he was on his way to the jungie, he heard ringing of a bell. He says, "I went
and saw a bell at the gate. It was being hit though innocent. What will happen
to us who are guilty ?" When he went out of the city, he saw graves and it came
to his mind, "Farid ! you are very careful about your turban lest it may get dirty
but poor soul does not know that even the head will rot in dust.”

The body of Baba Farid was already feeble. It became still weaker by everyday
fast in the jungles. One day Farid saw some crows moving nearby. He said to them,
"My body is reduced to a skeleton and you are ready to peck at my soles. Still the
Lord has not revealed Himself, such is the fate of this poor man. You crows may
devour my body and eat whole the flesh. Please leave my two eyes untouched as
I still have a hope to behold my Lord." One morning, a blacksmith came to the
jungle to cut wood while it was still dark. On seeing him with an axe on his shoulder
and pitcher of water on his head, Baba Farid said to him, "See ! in this jungle you
are seeking wood for fire while I am searching my Lord." Baba Farid thought after
he had said this that the Lord had His abode in his mind. Why was he roaming
in jungles trampling thorns under his feet ? The Lord abode within him. Why seek
Him in jungles ? That day Farid returned to Delhi from the jungles. Afterwards,
he took permission of his guru to do penance by hanging upside down in a well
and went to Hansi. :

There in a mosque, Baba Farid found a tree, one branch of which passed over
awell. He tied a rope to that branch and started doing penance by suspending himself
feet up with that rope at night. After forty days of penance, the Qazi of that mosque
asked Baba Farid, "Revered Baba ! has God revealed Himself to you ?" He replied,
"Make forbearance thy bow and bow-string and if an arrow of forbearances is shot
with it, it will not miss its mark with the will of God. Thus, by adopting forbearance,
the contented ones have overcome their desires of the body. They do not reveal the
secret of their experience to anyone. The devotees of the Lord abide by every command
of the Lord and speak sweetly thus earn His pleasure. In this way, His devotees attain
this state, "One who is wise yet innocent as a child, powerful yet humble. They share
with others whatever they have but such devotees are very rare.”

After completing his forty day penance, Baba Farid returned to Delhi. In
1235 AD, after the death of his guru, he was entrusted with the responsibilities
of the guru. Men of wealth and big landlords started coming to meet him. There
was a crowd of such people all the day. Poor people coming from far-off places had
to wait for many days to see him. Seeing this, Baba Farid moved from Delhi to
Hansi. When a similar crowd of the rich started assembling there also, he set up
his abode at village Ajodhan on the bank of river Sutlej. There he merged with the
Lord in October 1265 AD.
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Ravidas’s Kasira

Saint Ravidas was born in 1376 AD at village Mandoor near Banaras. His
mother's name was Karma Devi and his father was Mandas Raghu who was a
shoe merchant. From his childhood, Ravidas by nature, was disposed to sharing
his food with others and service of the saints. To change these habits of Ravidas,
his parents married him to Bhagwanti. His habit of serving holy men did not
leave him even after marriage. Fed up with this, his parents put him on his own.
After moving away from his parents, Ravidas started earning his livelihcod by
making new shoes and repairing the old. Whenever, a holy man came to him,
he would serve him as before. '

One day, a Brahmin, going for a holy dip in the Ganges, got his shoes mended
from Ravidas. Seeing his damaged shoe made like a new one, the Brahmin was
pleased and gave Ravidas a Kasira (one fourth of a Paisa). Ravidas said to the
Brahmin, "You are going for a ritual bath at the Ganges. Please take this coin
from me as arl offering to Mother Ganges but this Kasira is to be offered only
if the Mother puts out her hand and accepts it." After bathing in the Ganges,
the Brahmin took the Kasira sent by Ravidas in his hand and extending his arm
towards the river, said, "Mother Ganges! please accept the offering of the
servant." Those bathing in the river saw that a hand emerged from the water,
took the Kasira from the Brahmin's hand and disappeared into the river. After
this miraculous happening, men of wealth started coming for a glimpse of
Ravidas. In a short time, a grand house was constructed for Ravidas. An inn
for the stay of saints and devotees coming for an audience and a separate temple
for spiritual discourses were also constructed.

The Brahmins started feeling jealous of the reverence of Ravidas. They got
together, went to the ruler of Banaras and complained, "According to our religious
books, no Shudra can gain knowledge of religion. Ravidas, a Shudra preaches
religion. He should be stopped.” The ruler of Banaras called Ravidas and asked
him, "Why do you propagate religion when you are only low caste Shudra ?" He
replied, "Gold ormaments look different to sight but are basically gold. The waves
of water seem to be different but in reality are water. In the same way, we are
called as Brahmin, Khatri, Vaish and Shudra but in reality, all are a part of
Brahma. Secondly, the water of Ganges s very sacred for the Brahmins. If that
water is mixed in wine, it becomes unholy for them. If a bottle of wine is poured
in the river Ganges, that wine will also become sacred by loosing its identity.
In this way, by becoming one with the Lord I have lost the stigma of caste and
creed. The longing for the Lord has taken roots in my heart in such a way as
the thirst of water in a fish. A fish dies when taken out of water. If it is cut, cooked
and eaten, the person, who has taken it begins feeling thirsty." Hearing this reply
from Ravidas, the ruler became his devotee. Brahmins returned to their homes,
eyes downcast with sharme.
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Ravidas among Brahmins

Once Rana, the Raja of Chittaur and his queen Jhali during a pilgrimage
to holy places, reached Banaras. There queen Jhali heard from the people of
Banaras great praise of Ravidas. One day she went to his hermitage for an
audience with Ravidas. Having heard the teaching of Ravidas, she became his
disciple. The Brahmins who accompanied the queen felt very bad about her
adopting a Shudra as her guru. They went and said to the Raja, "The queen has
become a disciple of a Shudra who neither worships the idols nor performs Aarti
prayer with lamps." The Raja was very angry to hear this.

The Raja sent his men to call Ravidas and asked him, "Revered ascetic ! you
neither perform Aarti nor worship idols. Moreover you are a Shudra and have
become guru of my Rani (queen).” Saint Ravidas replied, "What idol should I
worship ? The Lord pervades the water, abides on the land and is present
everywhere. My conscience does not allow me to offer Him milk first tasted by
the calf, offer Him flowers that have been defiled by the black bee and bathe
Him with water made foul by the fish. He loves devotion. I worship Him with
offering of my soul. For me His Name is Aarti, saffron, sandalwood, the lamp,
wick and oil. All the vegetation is naught without His Name." On these words,
the Raja also became his disciple.

On her return to Chittaur, the Rani organised a big religious feast and called
Saint Ravidas there. When the Brahmins of Chittaur came to know that Saint
Ravidas who was to consecrate the religious feast was a Shudra by caste, they
took from the Rani uncooked rations of flour, pulses and butter. Those Brahmins
had a doubt in their minds that they would become unclean if they took meals
distributed by Saint Ravidas as it is written in Shastras (Hindu religious books),
that food touched by a Shudra becomes unclean. Those Brahmins cooked the
meals themselves with great care, in keeping with the tradition of the Shastras.
When those Brahmins sat side by side happily to take their meals, they saw Saint
Ravidas sitting between every two of them. Seeing this, all the arrogance of being
of high caste left their minds. They collectively asked forgiveness of the Rani and
Saint Ravidas for their ignorance. They fell at the feet of the man whose touch
they did not like.

Saint Ravidas told them, "Toddy tree yields wine. Nobody worships that tree
but when words in the praise of the Lord are written on its leaves, people worship
those leaves and pay obeisance to them. Similarly, I am a shoemaker by caste
whose touch is feared by people. I used to drag away dead cattle near Banaras
for skinning. From the day, I have written the Name of the Lord on my mind _
even the Brahmins offer me obeisance. This all happens only if the Lord so
ordains. He is the One to biess the poor and bestow upon them honour." Riding
the minds of people of the misgivings in this way, he gave up this mortal body
in 1527 AD At Chittaur.
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Saint Jaidev

Saint Jaidev was born at village Kenduli in district Bir Bhoom of West Bengal
around 1130 AD. His father's name was Sri Bhoj Dev and mother's Ram Devi,
He took great interest in learning Sanskrit. In this way, he started writing poetry
in his childhood. He composed songs and was happy singing those. He roamed
the country in the guise of ascetics. Once he went to Jagan Nath temple. There,
a Brahmin had come with his daughter, Padmavati to make her a 'Dev Dasi' (maid
of the gods) and leave her there. At the instant, he saw Jaidev, he decided to
marry his daughter to him in spite of refusal by Saint Jaidev.

Saint Jaidev returned to his village with Padmavati. There, he wrote three
books on religion namely Rasan Raghav, Geet Govind and Chandra Lok. Out of
these books, Geet Govind became very famous. In this book are the ways of the
union of the soul with the Supreme Being with parables from the stories of Radha
and Krishna. His fame spread throughout the country after that. Raja Lakshman
Sen of Bengal appointed him to be one of his five learned men. As the fame of
Saint Jaidev reached Jaipur, the Raja sent him an invitation to meet him. On
his way to Jaipur, Saint Jaidev was caught by robbers. Saint Jaidev told the
robbers, "I am the writer of Geet Govind and one of the five scholars of Raja
Lakshman Sen." They paid no heed to what Saint Jaidev said to them. They
robbed him of his valuables, tied him up and threw him into a well. Saint Jaidev
saw that no one but God could help him. He went into contemplation of the Lord.
The Raja of Karaunch Utkal passed that way. He got Saint Jaidev out of the well
and took him along with him.

When, after some days, Saint Jaidev was ready to leave, the Raja requested,
"Please impart to me the knowledge by which I may be free from the cycle of
life and death." Saint Jaidev said, "God, the Supreme Being is above all and He
abides in everyone. If you desire salvation, fame or fulfilment of other wishes,
give up craving, greed and vile thinking and get engrossed in His meditation by
which your fears and troubles will end. Ritual feasts, charity, Yoga and austerities
are of no use."

After that, Saint Jaidev left the service of the Raja and went fo his village
to live there. One day, Yogis came and questioned him, "How did you realise God
without yoga ?” He replied, "I inhaled through the moon passage (left nostril), held
in my inner being and exhaled through the sun passage (right nostril}, chanting
the Divine Name. In this way, I made my mind humble regarding bad deeds and
subdued it by preventing it from wandering. Thus, I tasted the divine ambrosia
revelling in the praise of the Lord. That ambrosia rid me of any doubt." Inn this
way, Saint Jaidev enlightened the Yogis and others who came to him, about the
true path and gave up the mortal body at the age of 72.

44
Page 44



gdI3 HUAT

9d13 AUS €7 #eH 1180 ¥Rt fem ffs wives, Suvowe fifu g9 few dfewr
€3" € Fgdar aHERHT T 9H 98 A% | 8% & F »rud ggear @ fd3T a9
deaT w3 TuST §g 99 9371 §FF U W8E WY ATy A M 95 B 56 AT |
el @ng ¥ §@x7 & Ifge, “Aus, 397 da9 dee T fdar dar &t few = By
I dafedt € AaH & d € y=ar |” AusT €399 fder, “feg faam 37 W9 ggaar
o2 WE I5 I 2 F96 Hlapm | fm e S g e e 3 @R 3 A few
fa?h?mhwﬁwwaafaawwa fEHET@WﬁETEEETH?S
ugT 4, vE gg Uz 411”7

fsafqa@?wnfeangwfwr@n%mﬁisf&aaﬁu‘ﬁammﬁa@
vy & fagr, “FufenT, T A¥aEH €t Yy 995 € ¥ fen &% vH 3ser § feg
wmﬁwr”ma@mf—e@“ﬁawmy%wal”mﬁm
“fsﬂmm*ﬁaaﬂ@?m?ﬁﬁmmlfwgﬁxeemﬁﬂﬁwaﬁw
mn”maf&wfaﬁ@mg%mmawh?|m@ammﬁ
awﬁwamﬁamw“mwaﬁwmmgmfwm
& W& Bar d fenss e A, wﬁ?ﬂ’tgfwz‘;wmﬁ@ﬂﬁ—%fﬂﬂ
wﬁfenssawﬁwwmﬁrmﬁuw@wfwma? %’ruﬂ
mml”mmamwmw@awmxweﬁ?
3 foor, “3F =99 HY FOI8 § WAST WHIEH T § TOHs S2ar 17

€7 Ay € AT U Aud © We feg ymawr € Tonst =t Gviar we J9 aret | Ae
€7 & feow Jo Quar@e warAte, “fau afenr & aas feg gienT Syudt | anget
Wﬁ?ﬁwwﬁliﬁmwmwﬁmamnfﬂwmmm
h@mmilw@llwwwmw@awm@nwwmﬁrﬁﬁsw
& we s g ad fag sat 3 feor=g 1 gfs ve s8ar & ag afo sw=g 1 A
waga@aﬁfagwﬁr?;wnm@ﬂawmﬁvmﬂ?séwu”

fea 70 & foa amad & »m & AOS § foar, “RE fod da0 €1 83 3B 91 AUS
3 faar, “g= It vH ¥ I fapr, aqaaﬂﬂ—eﬁl”ﬁﬂzfaw“ﬁamwm
Gﬂaﬁwmwgmweﬁﬁﬁsﬁl”maw “H H = ddqar dfemr
?ﬁammamﬁl”ﬁﬂam“%aﬁ%%mﬁﬁsmﬂéfﬂﬁ
@ﬂﬁfeazar%azaam”mamm@uamawaaﬂ?

famrraf@ﬁr?;wfaww 72 daar @ afa fagr 52, “Fufenr, W 3 m&e

ﬁawawwwmrﬁl”ﬁaﬂeamewmmfuwnj
HTUST HAEd! ©AE BE A9 o 26 Hiaw 37 §F §F & G2 arad w9 &7 wifan|
mamua@ﬁﬁay@awﬁﬁwmsdu?5d|-uoa€fauma
& Taus v wifods 7

45
Page 45



===
- =
'—;‘::—:ET‘;’ -

E /"-(////‘,7// _ . .JI ;‘ .__;:
TN | (g}
: | J yon 1\ ‘ ’ ¥ ’;’;f/ ”.',/ ;// ':.f:.
| g 7 i

5 Zan




g Saint Sadhna

Saint Sadhna was born in 1180 AD at village Sehwan {n Hyderabad Sindh province.
His ancestors were butchers by profession. He also took up the family profession of
slaughtering goats and selling meat. Sadhus and beggars passing by would sit for rest
at his place. Many vegetarian saints would tell him, "Sadhna! your profession of
slaughtering and selling goats is not good. You shall have to repay hy taking birth as
a goat many times over." Sadhna used to reply, "My ancestors have been following this
profession and I have taken it up. The Lord who has brought me into this world has
given me this profession. Which profession is good or which is bad I don't know. The
One who decides the job, knows better about it.”

One day a mendicant came to him. He saw Sadhna weighing meat against a black
stone as weight and said, "O' Sadhna ! you weigh meat with this Saligram black stone,
symbol of Shivji, instead of worshipping it. It is not good.” Sadhna replied "This biack
stone is my weight.” The mendicant said, "A butcher should not touch this Saligram.
Give it to me. I shall worship it.” Sadhna gave that stone to the mendicant without any
hesitation. The mendicant took that stone and went his way. On his way a thought came
to his mind, "Before starting his everyday work, Sadhna used to bathe this Saligram with
all his devotion, burn incense before it and paid obeisance to it. I am taking it away from
a true devotee. This Saligram will never be pleased with my hypocratic worship.” At this
thought, the mendicant came back, returned the stone to Sadhna and said, "One day,
the real Saligram will reveal to a true devotee like you."

After the departure of the mendicant, the longing for a glimpse of the Lord took root
in $Sadhna's mind. Whenever, he was free, he would start singing, "For the love of a
princess, a man disguised himself as Vishnu. You saved the honour of that man full of
lust and selfishness. Enlightener of the world, what merit is Yours if our deeds continue
to pursue us ? Why seek shelter with the tiger if a jackal make meal of us ? A rainbird
suffers for want of a drop of water, What is the use if an ocean is found after its death ?
I am tired, how can I delay a glimpse of Thee ? If, after drowning, a boat is found, who
will then ride it ? I am nothing, nothing is mine and. there is no ego. O' Lord | save the
honour of Sadhna, Thy servant, now."

One evening, a customer came and asked Sadhna, "Weigh for me a leg of mutton.”
Sadhna said, "There is no meat left now. Please come tomorrow and take it." The customer
said, "I need the meat badly now. You may charge double the price for it.” Sadhna said,
"If I slaughter a goat now, it will rot by tomorrow." The man said, "You have no need
to slaughter a goat. Cut only one leg and give it to me." Pressed by the customer, when
Sadhna went near the goat with a hatchet, he felt as if the goat was saying to him, "O'
Sadhna ! you are going to open a new account today in greed." At this voice of his inner
self, hatchet fell out of Sadhna's hand and he turned to the customer to tell his
helplessness. He did not find any customer there. A thought came to Sadhna's mind,
"It was the Lord Himself Who had come to reveal Himself to his devotee in the form of
a customer."

47

Page 47



Page 48 \

“Jrf“hii ’!\,

|




FI1=3 3BT

a1z f3&9s #t T AoH 1267 €T & fus wonl, fagr B89 vaoHed e
Ifenr | 9 < 73t fes Aa | 9913 a™E= #t &1 79 §e & §u 8§ © wanst Bt
Sant saT UR 9e 1 R ufost fivset Que €at & 391z aniee Ht § i sae
< wons F9eT € §53t At @5 & »iF g3 f3¥us § fawr, “I§ < On
¥ TOHs T AEdl 7 g WS &I & I fmidar 3 98 w3 U9t 5% a9 a9 Jdar i’
mﬂzamm%mmawmmmf&wawﬁm
wamm@awnaﬁwmm|weﬂm3@?yemfevm
Hfen e W I' &3, 13 ©F 9 y3aH g9 837 w3 @57 & 99 vN 5799 7t 57ad
&Hd MEE &1 fupwT

FET T9 913 f3&Ts U It ATy = our wig | G Gt § e fiEe, “grt
¥ wiwd UBI3 951 At 3 WY J[fas a4t 13T ug ¥os 3wt @8 dug ur %8
T& | AT Fort feg TR 98 Jda9 9€ 39 J1 ¥ ©9 I ¥T o FaId =u fewr 31 gt
few Weg ur %8 w3 A9 QU9 gad’ fes & & IH v5 et | feg udE /e wifenT
et 951 99 fast A9 &t ufenr w7 waeT| feg 7y, Ju 3 ot € fergss w3
feg foy= < 30 famrdt | fegt € 995 5% g% YUz &4t gur | feg 3wt fagae
@ g99d U5 | OF Wea = fes a9, fam & At fapet O a1t 91

a1z 389 v 7 forrs-339 yg 7 fug O i 7e Jet mud gyt
v few Yger 3t Gu §rd e fegg gatt € ueert €8 U d YHISHT 578
me’rﬁa?;raagyarh@ “nret T Haw T e UIT 3, IF HT T2 | faosT
WW%WWW@H;SWWW?WIFWWW@
fimims wr fapr 27 IR= < g6 feg U=ar | wee W A 4397 € we S o sfar
?mwzmmémmw%wwmm|ﬁm?m
mmﬁwm%ﬁmﬁmﬂlwm%wmwm
H It Auet ufost o 8w <5 J=at1”

A 5% garz f38ws At 73 feu g3 yfdu 9 o | fem 377 €8 uw agt &
Fet AZ 3wt Wt afdet) €& Aat © we u yiy Qg <t ferst § weer Uer
feg fexs Ja1 v @ 81 € H'd ymanr &1 Ao fe9 g9 ¥o nee foas e | 3913 f3des
& 7 § mgfen, “3 yau, 3 W3 €t fafeomm &7 99| oy 5y A9 39 fuesd Yt
YTyt BT 5% I | SEHT 99 39 SfgwT diar fe9 fersts d9eT 91 €7 € HE QU wud
g3 oMt T ¥ S GIee | s S BT mEl, AHiwal et famt & anwd
Euﬂaﬁ?wmemeﬁm@mmﬁwﬁaﬂmaéﬂsaﬁm
feg fogt| fuzd o free ot | §We ga »ieg B4 7Y S9ret W8 &% 3 =t ug

@ fas 991”7 fen 3Igt g9 138ws #t »iz 7w I #3T &t A= a99 391
49

Page 49



Saint Trilochan

Saint Trilochan was born in 1267 AD at village Barsi district Sholapur in
Maharashtra. He belonged to Vaish caste. He heard about the fame of Saint
Namdev and reached Narsi Bamni for an audience with him. In his very first
meeting, he requested Saint Namdev to give him a glimpse of his Lord. He said
to Saint Trilochan in reply, "You shall also have a glimpse of Him if you
contemplate Him with devotion while working with your limbs at the same time."
Listening to this advice, he adopted Saint Namdev as guru, returned to his village
and started serving every mendicant who came that way. The company of the
holy men rid his mind of craving for worldly things and fear of death. This resulted
in his having glimpses of God around him.

Many a time some hypocrite Sadhus would come to Saint Trilochan. He
would preach them, "Your minds are polluted. You have not assimilated the truth
but have dressed as recluses. Entangled in false notions, you are wandering
hither and thither. You are nourishing your body with food begged from the
householders. You have plerced your ears, put big rings in them and smeared
your bodies with ashes from cremation grounds. All this hypocrisy is for money.
Truth cannot be realised without a guru. Give up this chanting, penance, bathing
at holy places and hypocratic guises. Nothing is gained by doing these. These
are just like churning water for butter. Meditate on the Lord who is the creator
of this universe."

After he had gained Divine Knowledge, Saint Trilochan would tell anyone
who asked for a remedy to his suffering, to divert their thoughts from the worldly
stuff to God and said, "One does not know about death. It may come any time.
One, who thinks about wealth at the time of death will be reborn as a snake.
If he thinks of women, he will be a prostitute in the next life. Thoughts of sons
coming at the moment of death will result in reincarnation as a pig. Longing for
buildings brings the life of a ghost. If the mind is immersed in thoughts of the
Lord, salvation will be the result. But His thoughts can come at the time of death
only, if your thinking is conditioned on Him beforehand."

With the passage of time, Saint Trilochan became very famous among the
saints. One group or the other of saints was always present at his place. His
wife had to cater to their food. One day, she felt fed up and uttered some words
derogatory to the Lord. Saint Trilochan told her, "O" foolish one ! do not speak
ill of the Lord. Pain and pleasure is all the outcome of your past deeds. The moon
has a holy dip in the Ganges daily yet the scar of misdeeds from his forehead
is not washed. Hanuman (monkey god), set the city of Lanka ablaze, pleased Ram
Chander by bringing the plant of life but the curse of stealing clothes of a saint
persisted. Ram Chander gave him loin-cloth as reward for his services. Past deeds
cannot just be erased off your balance sheet. Bear pain and pleasure as ordained
by Him and join me in the praise of the Lord." Thus Saint Trilochan kept up
serving the saints till the end.
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Saint Beni

No information is available about the life of Saint Beni. Three verses composed
by him are included in Guru Granth Sahib from which it can be guessed that he
lived in Bihar at the time of Saint Namdev. According to poet Kalya, Saint Beni
remained engrossed in the Lord, singing His praises.

Seeing people running in pursuit of the riches of this world day and night,
he said, "When the man was in the mother's womb, he was fully engrossed in the
Lord. At that time he had no pride of himself. After coming out of the womb into
this world. he has put away the thought of the Lord from his mind and has fallen
into doubts and bad deeds. In childhood, he got busy in play and pleasures and
swallowed poison taking it for nectar. He paid no attention to contemplation,
restraint, good deeds and good thinking. This resulted in the five evils tormenting
him. Even after marriage, he continued to seek other women. Seeing others die,
he did not think about his own death but thought of the wealth of the one who
was dead. Even on getting old, he did not remember the Lord. His eyesight is gone
and so is hearing, he cannot speak yet he wants a long life. He is ignorant of the
fact that without contemplation of the Lord nobody gets liberation by mere death.

One day a group of mendicants asked Saint Beni to accompany them on a
pilgrimage to Prayag. He replied, "The sacred place Prayag or Triveni where the three
rivers the Yamuna, Ganges and Saraswati meet, lies within us. The inner self where
the Lord abides is our Prayag. Our mind should bathe there in the glory of the
Lord. The Lord who is above the worldly material has His abode there. It is only
through teaching of a guru that one comes to know of Him. Gods like the moon,
sun and water are not worshipped there. Bathing in that nectar gives Divine
knowledge and destroys foul thinking. Divine ambrosia seeps at the abode of the
Supreme Being. One who comes to know this secret comes to realise God. The
wisdom given by my guru has destroyed my evil nature. I pray to the Lord for His
Name. I have no need to bathe at holy places."

When a hypocrite Brahmin came to know that Saint Beni has called bathing
at sacred places and Yoga as meaningless, he came with a saffron mark on his
forehead. Saint Beni said to him, "You smear your body with sandalwood paste
and apply Tulsi' leaves on your forehead but within you is a lethal dagger. Like
a stork, you always stand in wait to cheat people. You shun the service of saints.
Pay prolonged obeisance to the idol of Vishnu but quarrel at night for sharing the
offerings. You bathe daily and change your Dhotis to become holy. All these actions
of yours are meant to gather other people's property. You dance with your feet but
your mind is full of evils. This dance of yours is not faith. With a rosary of Tulsi
around your neck and saffron mark on your forehead, you sit crosslegged on a deer
skin, but you do not chant the Name of Krishna from your heart. The one who
has not realised the reality of the Lord is blind and all his rituals are meaningless.
I tell you that without a true guru one cannot find the path of truth.”
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Saint Ramanand

Saint Ramanand was born in 1366 AD at Prayag which was renamed
Allahbad . afterwards. Ramanand's mother Sushilla and father Pushp Sadan
Sharma were Gaur Brahmins. At the age of six, Ramanand was made to wear
the sacred thread and was admitted for studies in Raghavanand Ashram at Kashi
{Banaras}. After the completion of his studies, he decided to become a hermit
and adopted Swami Raghavanand as his guru. Swami Raghavanand was the
chief preacher of Sri sect and was a successor to the seat of Saint Ramanuj. He
- entrusted the propagation of his sect to Saint Ramanand and started living at

Ayodhya himself.

As directed by his guru, Saint Ramanand started preaching at the places
of pilgrimage to rid the simple pilgrims of the false notions. For the purpose of
cheating the pilgrims at the sacred places, the priests and Brahmins had invented
many false rituals such as eternal heaven to the one dying under the wheels of
the chariot of Jagan Nath in Orissa; heaven to the one who gets sawed by the
'Kalwatra' saw at Banaras; heaven to one who dies of the fall from the Banian
tree at Prayag etc. At first Saint Ramanand cared a lot for caste, creed and
untouchabhility. However, seeing the treatment given by the priests and Brahmins
to the low caste, he gave up the discrimination on account of caste and
untouchability. Due to whi¢h thousands of people became his devotees.

Anyone could join Ramanand's sect irrespective of being a woman or a man,
Hindu or Muslim, Brahmin, Khatri, Vaish, Shudra, Raja or a commoner or
belonging to any province. According to the thinking of Saint Ramanand,
everyone has equal right to meditate on the Lord in the same way as one has
a right on the air, water and earth. Due to the propagation of these ideas, Saint
Ramanand had to come into conflict with the Maulvis and Brahmins who create
divisions among the people to loot them. Out of the disciples of Saint Ramanand,
Kabir a weaver, Dhanna—a farmer, Sain-—a barber, Parmawati—a woman and
Pipa—a Raja, became very famous. Two works of Saint Ramanand, 'Sri Vaishnav
Matabaj Bhaskar' and '‘Sri Rama Charan Padhati' became very famous.

Once, the devotees of Vishnu, asked Saint Ramanand to join them in the
'Aarati'—worship of Vishnu with lamp. The reply he gave to the devotees of
Vishnu, is included in the holy Guru Granth in Raga Basant. This was his reply,
"I no longer need to go anywhere. I am happy in my house. My mind does not
waver. | have found peace. On a certain day, a desire for worship arose in my
mind, I rubbed sandal and gathered other fragrant material. When ! started for
the worship of Brahma, my guru revealed the Lord within me. Now, whichever
holy place I go, I find the same water there and in every temple 1 go, I find
ordinary stones. I need to go to any other place only if He be not present here.
I offer my body and soul to the true guru who has rid me of all doubts.” At
this reply, the Vishnu devotees went away. Saint Ramanand breathed his last
at Banaras in 1467 AD.
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Saint Sain

Saint Sain was born in December, 1400 AD at village Sohal district Amritsar.
His father was Sri Mukand Rai and mother Jiwan Devi. His father belonged to
Golhen caste of barbers. When he was ten, he was sent to Lahore to his aunt,
Sobhi Devi. At Lahore, he learnt the job of a barber and a physician from Ustad
Rahim Khan and took up service with the Raja of Badhavgarh. On his job, he
was responsible for the shampoo, massage and bath of the Raja, take care of
his dresses and entertain him with songs and stories from time to time.

One day, the courtiers and ministers praised Saint Kabir very much in the
court. Sain was also present in the court at that time. On hearing praises of Saint
Kabir from the ministers, he also made up his mind to take up meditation of
God. He went to Banaras and adopted Saint Ramanand as his guru. After his
return, he started contemplation of the Name of the Lord besides the company
and service of the mendicants as had been instructed by the guru.

One evening, Sain was returning home after his duties at the court. On the
way, he met a group of Sadhus. Saint Sain took that group home. After the meals,
the Sadhus started a discourse that continued throughout the night. Saint Sain
was so engrossed in that discourse that he forgot to go to bathe the Raja early
in the morning. When the discourse came to the close after sunrise, Saint Sain
remembered to go to the Raja. Afraid of the displeasure of the Raja, he got ready
in a hurry and reached the court.

The Raja saw Saint Sain coming and said, "Sain ! you have returned so soon ?
You had just gone after giving me the massage and bath." Saint Sain replied very
humbly, "Your highness ! please forgive me. I was busy serving the mendicants
who had come to my house and could not be present in your service." The Raja
took off the necklace from his neck, put it around Saint Sain's neck and said,
"I am very pleased with your service today." At this Saint Sain said, "Your
highness ! I did not come to give you a bath. Seeing me busy serving the holy
men, God Himself came in my garb and gave you the bath." Hearing this, the
Raja paid obeisance to Saint Sain and said, "Sain ! if your God is of this nature,
I am your disciple from this day.”

After this happening, the fame of Saint Sain's devotion spread far and near.
One of his verses is included in the heoly Guru Granth in which he says, "How
should I go to perform an 'aarti'—worship with lamp of the Lord with incense,
lamp and butter ? O' my Formless One, unconcerned with worldly things, Your
Name is the lamp and devotion to Thee is the wick. Only a devotee of the Lord
knows of the bliss He bestows. Only he can explain Eternal bliss. O' Lord ! free
me from this cycle of birth and death. Anybody else, who desires Eternal peace
should meditate on the Lord.”
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Saint Dhanna

Saint Dhanna was born in a family of farmers in 1415 AD at village Dhuan in
Rajasthan. One day, his parents called a Brahmin to their house for the ritual
worship. Dhanna was a child at that time. Seeing the Brahmin ask favours of the
idol time and again with folded hands, Dhanna asked the Brahmin, "Does this idol
of yours fulfil your demands ?" The Brahmin replied, "Ask anything of this idol it
gives." At this reply, Dhanna took one idol from the Brahmin, took it to fields and
placing it there, started worshipping it daily to get his work done.

When Dhanna went to Banaras, he came to know from the saints that by
devotion to the Divine Name one realises the true God who fulfils every wish of His
devotee. If the idols of the Brahmins were real, they would have no need to go from
house to house to beg. To realise that God, Dhanna adopted Saint Ramanand as
his guru. He started meditation of God as advised by him and returning to village,
he started helping the needy and service of mendicants. This made him realise, "I
have taken birth many a time before this. In those lives, my mind and body remained
engrossed in craving for worldly things and pleasures. Forgetting the Lord, the mind
kept enjoying those poisons that tasted sweet. Thus the mind did not attain peace
and continued in the cycle of birth and death. With the teaching of the guru, my
mind has started on the path of the Lord. Devotion to the Lord has made me to realise
the true pleasure and also made me free of the bondage of birth and death.”

One day Dhanna was going to his fields. On the way he met the same Brahmin,
going to one of his client's house for performing worship. In his bag was the same
idol to which he used to pay obeisance in order to get offerings to fill his belly. He
asked Dhanna, "Dhanna! do you bathe that idol daily and worship It ?" Dhanna
replied, "I had given up its worship and started devotion to the Lord when I came
to know that a poor tailor Namdev had become worth millions by meditation of the
Lord; Kabir a weaver had become an ocean of virtues by devotion to Him; shoemaker
Ravidas had a glimpse of Him by giving up attachment with worldly things and He
had come to abide in the mind of barber Sain. In this way, I have also found the
Real Deity."

Hearing this, the Brahmin sald to Dhanna, "Let me also have a glimpse of your
Lord." Dhanna said, "If you devote yourself to Him, He will reveal Himself fo you.
Like me, you should also give up false worship and start meditating on Him. Listen,
He provides for everyone to eat. He gave you food when you were in your mother's.
womb. He gives food even to the worms that He creates in stones." The Brahmin
moved on saying, "Dhanna ! I cannot give up the worship of this idol because this
is my profession.”

Whenever Saint Dhanna was in need of anything he would pray to his Lord as
if He were standing before him and listening, "O" Lord! Thy servant is in trouble.
You set right everything for those who are devoted to You. Your servant is in need
of such and such things. Kindly send these things and make Thy servant happy."
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Saint Pipa

Saint Pipa was born in 1425 AD. He belonged to Khidi clan of Rajputs and was
the Raja of a small state, Gagraon Garh in eastern Rajasthan. He was a worshipper
of goddess Durga. He was a philanthropist and a pious man who served mendicants
and saints whole heartedly. Once, a group of mendicants came to him. He asked
them, "How can a glimpse of the Lord be had ?" They replied, "In order to have a
realisation of the Lord, you will first have to adopt a guru. A guru can show you
the way." At this reply, the Raja again asked, "Whom should I adopt as a guru who
may guide me on the right path ?" They said, "Go to Banaras and adopt Saint
Ramanand as guru."

As advised by the mendicants, Raja Pipa reached Banaras. There he presented
himself before Saint Ramanand and made a request, " have come from Gagraon Garh
to become your disciple.” Saint Ramanand said, "A lowly hut is my abode. I have
nothing to do with the Rajas.” Hearing their reply, the Raja went out, distributed
everything he had, to the poor and returned attired as recluse. When Saint Rarmanand
saw the Raja in the attire of a mendicant, he said, "If you are in such a hurry to adopt
a guru, then go and jump into a well." Bowing to the command of Saint Ramanand,
the Raja walked away to jump into a well. When he was about to jump, Saint
Ramanand's disciples who had been sent by the Saint, caught hold of him and took
him back, After that, the Raja went through the ritual of taking up Saint Ramanand
as guru and started living in his hermitage alongwith ether disciples.

When the Raja had lived in the hermitage for some time, Saint Ramanand called
him one day and said, "You may return to your state now and take over its
administration. [ shall come to you after one year." As cormmanded by his guru, the
Raja returned to Gagraon Garh. After one year, on his tour of the country, Saint
Ramanand came to the Raja. The Raja took great care in serving the saints who
accompanied his guru. After some days, when Saint Ramanand started on a journey
to Dwarka, Raja Pipa gave up his kingdom to accompany his guru., His Rani Sita
also went along with them. After the pilgrimage to Dwarka, Saint Ramanand moved
further. Saint Pipa and the Rani embarked on a tour of the country on their own.
They did not think it proper to beg for food from house to house. They started making
their living by stitching peoples' clothes wherever they went. In this way, he became
to be known as a Saint of tailor class.

Omne verse of Saint Pipa is included in the holy Guru Granth in which he tells,
"The Lord abides in the body of the man and the temple where He lives is the human
body. The sacred places lie within the body and I am pilgrim of those places, I worship
this body with lamps, food and petals. I searched the Lord to weariness outside but
this Treasure was found within myself. From the time I have found this Treasure,
there is no difference to me whether anybody is born or died. All that meets the eye
in the universe lies within oneself. One who seeks this Treasure finds it. The Supreme
Being is the Essence and His realisation can be had from a true guru.”
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Saint Bhikhan

Saint Bhikhan was born in 1473 AD at village Pakain in district Lucknow,
U.P. in a Kaith family. Once, a group of mendicants on their way to sacred places
stopped at his village. Saint Bhikhan was ten or twelve at that time. He had
an opportunity to serve the saints. Love of the Lord took root in his mind due
to the teaching of the saints. After resting for a few days in the village, the
mendicants moved ahead on their pilgrimage but left in the village, a devotee
of the Lord.

The way of living and talking of Bhikhan changed after the departure of the
mendicants. His parents were alarmed at this. They had an apprehension that
Bhikhan would, soon, abandon his home and hearth and join some group-of the
mendicants. To keep their son at home to support them in old age, they married
Bhikhan at a young age. Although, Saint Bhikhan did not forsake his home after
marriage yet he started paying more attention to the service of the Saints and
devotion to the Name of the Lord. His fame spread far and wide, which he
describes in his verse. '

I have attained the priceless jewel, the Name of the Lord as a reward for
the good deeds, service of the saints and mendicants. I tried very hard to conceal
this priceless jewel in my heart but It could not be concealed. People came to
know of It. In spite of my wish, I cannot explain with words the merits of the
Lord in the same way as a dumb person cannot tell the taste of the sweets he
has taken, due to his inability to speak. The mind attains joy by utterance of
His Name with the tongue, listening with ears and Its contemplation in the mind.
Wherever I look, I behold Him. Both my eyes are now fully satisfied with a glimpse
of Him. Desire for other worldly things has ended.

Many old people would also come to Saint Bhikhan to seek remedy for their
ills.-Saint Bhikhan would advise therh to meditate on the Name of the Lord Who
is a remedy for every illness, all the time at every age in life. In measure Sorath
he tells, "When due to old age, water flows from the eyes, one cannot walk, the
hair have turned from black to grey and the throat is choked due to which one
cannot speak clearly, tell me my Lord, to whom should one go and tell his tale
of distress ? O' my Lord, the Sustainer of the universe ! turn Thou a physician
and save Your servants of the pains. When one’s forehead is in pain, the body
bums with fever, the heart has a severe pain and the body is smitten with such
ills that nobody has a remedy for them then it is sweet nectar of the Lord's Name
that is a cure for all these diseases. Get this remedy of the Name through the
grace of a guru and get rid of all your ills. This is the request of Bhikhan to all."
Preaching with words like this, Saint Bhikhan gave up this mortal body in
1574 AD.
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Saint Parmanand |

Saint Parmanand was born in a Brahmin family at village Kannauj, district
Farookhabad in 1493 AD. In his childhood, he once heard narration of Mahabharata
in a temple. In that narration, it was said that Rukmani was the empress (Maharani)
of Krishna. Parmanand came home and asked his mother, "When you offer worship,
you chant Sita-Ram, Radhey-Sham. Sita, no doubt, was the Maharani of Ram
Chandra but Radha was not a Rani or Maharani of Krishna. It was Rukmani who
was the Maharani of Krishna. Why do you attach Radha’s name to Krishna and
not that of Rukmani ?" His mother replied, "Radha was the wife of Ajanghos. In spite
of her being loyal to her husband, she loved Krishna very much. Radha's Love for
Krishna was spiritual and had nothing to do with the body. It was a true love." At
this reply, Parmanand said, "l shall also have spiritual love for Krishna."

After that day's happening, Parmanand started singing lyrics of Krishna all the

time. Thus, he developed an interest in singing, reciting and writing lyrics. He
authored Parmanand Sagar. He daily prostrated seven hundred time in honour of
Krishna. His knees got bruised in doing this. His knees, due to that, always remained
bandaged. He completed his daily routine of seven hundred prostrations come what
may. One day, seeing his knees bandaged with worn out clothes, a rich man
presented him with new silken cloth for bandages. Saint Parmnanand refused to
accept that cloth and said, "Please give this cloth to someone else who needs it. |
am happy to make these bandages of worn out clothes." After this reply to the rich
man, he went to the jungle to recite Krishna songs of his praise sitting all by
himself. -
Saint Parmanand went to sacred Prayag at the age of 26. There, one day, he
was going, singing in his melodious voice the hymn, "I have not had a glimpse of
Thee, neither do I know Thee, yet [ yearn for a union with Thee and see Thy form
in imagination. The eyes of Parmanand are running like a stream, My Lord, without
a glimpse of You." When Sri Vallabh Achariya chanced to hear that hymn, he called
Saint Parmanand and made him to recite the complete song for him. He liked that
song of Parrnanand very much. On the other hand, Saint Parmanand felt peace on
meeting Sri Vallabh Achariya. Although he wrote and sang beautiful hymns in praise
of Krishna, yet he had not adopted anyone as guru. He knew that knowledge could
not be gained without a guru and God cannot be realised without knowledge. Finding
Sri Vallabha Achariya worthy of guruship, he adopted him his guru,

After adoption of the guru, Saint Parmanand continued singing praises of the
Lord upto the age of 91. One of his hymns is included in the holy Guru Granth in
measure Sarang in which he says, "Man ! you have not achieved anything by listening
to the Puranas—Hindu religious books. If you have not made up your mind for the
devotion to the Lord, you have not helped the hungry or the needy and you have
not discarded from your mind lust, anger, greed and desire to speak ill of others
then all your religious performmances are fruitless.”
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Saint Sur Das

Saint Sur Das was bormn in 1528 AD at village Sihi, district Gurgaon. He
was a good scholar of Persian, Hindi and Sanskrit. His parents had named him
Madan Mohan which he did not like on growing up because it literally meant
'god of love'. As such he changed his nhame to Sur Das which means 'slave of
the learned'. Akbar who was the king at that time, was a great admirer of the
learned. He appointed Sur Das, the governor of Sundila state.

Saint Sur Das spent all the income of the state on the service of Saints and
mendicants. After one year, king's men went to realise revenue from Sur Das.
Sur Das disappeared. When the king's men opened boxes of treasury, they found
those empty except a letter which read, "Rupees thirteen lakhs were collected
in Sundila. All that went as food to those who prayed for the welfare of Sundila.
So, Sur Das had hidden himself in jungles fearing arrest."” When the king read
this letter, he pardoned the fault of Sur Das and sent him a message to present
himself in the court. Sur Das refused to accompany the men who brought the
message and said, "It i a thousand times better to dust the shoes of mendicants
than be the governor of Sundila and collect taxes." At the disobedience of his
orders, the king, on the advice of his minister Todar Mal, got him arrested and
thrown into prison.

Jail warden of Sur Das was named Timir Das. Deprived of the company of
the mendicants, Sur Das soon got tired of jail life. From jail, he wrote to the king,
"O' my king, luminous as the sun, kindly save me from Timir Das (slave of
darkness).” On the receipt of this letter, the king ordered his release. On coming
out of the jail, he said, "O' self! leave the company of those gone astray from
the Lord.”

After that, Sur Das went to Banaras where he wrote a book, Sur Sagar. Guru
Gobind Singh got that book translated in Panjabi in 1696 AD. One hymn of Saint
Sur Das is included in the holy Guru Granth in which he says, "God's devotees
abide with the Lord all the time. They have entrusted their body, soul and all
other possessions to the Lord. They sing the praises of the Lord and enjoy Eternal
bliss. Having realised Him, they become free of the pleasures of the body and
have all their needs fulfilied. Having had a glimpse of the glory of the Lord, they
no more have attachment with anyone else. Those who look to someone else
instead of the Lord are like leeches who suck blood out of leper's body. God has
bestowed upon me pleasures of both the worlds by taking my mind in His control.”

Saint Sur Das continued serving the holy men till his end in 1585 AD.
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